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Fantasies of the Library

Author: Anna-Sophie Springer, Etienne Turpin (Eds.)

Publisher: The MIT Press

Language: English

Pages: 160

Size: -

Weight: 500 g

Binding: Softcover

ISBN: 9780262536172

Availabil i ty: - Sign up to get notif ied when this product is back in stock

Price: €16.95

Product Description

A book that acts both as l ibrary and exhibit ion space, selecting, arranging,

and housing texts and images, aligning itself with printed matter in the

process.

Fantasies of the Library lets readers experience the l ibrary anew. The book

imagines, and enacts, the l ibrary as both keeper of books and curator of

ideas—as a platform of the future. One essay occupies the right-hand page of

a two-page spread while interviews scrolls independently on the left.

Bibl iophil ic artworks intersect both throughout the book-as-exhibit ion. A photo

essay, “Reading Rooms Reading Machines” further interrupts the book in

order to display images of l ibraries (old and new, real and imagined), and

readers (human and machine) and features work by artists including Kader

Atta, Wafaa Bilal, Mark Dion, Rodney Graham, Katie Paterson, Veronika

Spierenburg, and others.

The book includes an essay on the institutional ordering principles of book

collections; a conversation with the proprietors of the Prelinger Library in San

Francisco; reflections on the role of cultural memory and the archive; and a

dialogue with a new media theorist about experiments at the intersection of

curatorial practice and open source ebooks. The reader emerges from this

book-as-exhibit ion with the growing conviction that the l ibrary is not only a

curatorial space but a bibliological imaginary, r ipe for the exploration of

consequential paginated affairs. The physicality of the book—and this

book—“resists the digital,” argues coeditor Etienne Turpin, “but not in a

nostalgic way.”

Contributors:

Erin Kissane, Hammad Nasar, Megan Shaw Prelinger, Rick Prelinger, Anna-

Sophie Springer, Charles Stankievech, Katharina Tauer, Etienne Turpin,

Andrew Norman Wilson, Joanna Zylinska.
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